
Surprising Survey Results

• Pennsylvanians need and use their libraries for much 
more than finding a good book to read.

• Libraries are considered extremely reliable resources.
“Trustworthiness” was rated a top trait of information 
provided by public libraries.

• In the last year, 52 percent of all adults physically visited 
a library, and 13 percent connected through remote access.

• In total, adults and children comprised 41 million in-library
visits and 11.4 million Internet visits last year.

• Almost six million in-person adult visits brought children 
to the library, whether for a children’s program, to read,
check out a book for a child or another child-related purpose.

• Without public libraries, salaries and wages lost to the 
economy would amount to $180 million.

• Pennsylvanians gain by not having to expend the time 
and money to locate and use alternate, more expensive 
sources of information. If lifelong learners had to obtain 
independently the needed information they now find free 
at the public library, it would cost them $181 million.

Okay, this is good to know. What would you like
me to do?

• Visit your local library and see what’s new! You’ll 
be surprised.

• Take a child to the library – and give them a gift for life.

• Take a friend or relative to a cultural event or lecture at 
your library.

• Having an event, meeting or book club? Your local library 
may have room.

• Looking to rent or buy entertainment? Check it out first for 
free at your local library.

• Refer others to the complete Taxpayer Return-on-Investment 
(ROI) in Pennsylvania Public Libraries study at 
www.statelibrary.state.pa.us.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES:
A FUNDING PARTNERSHIP

Library Revenue Per Capita and National Rankings*
• State Funds $4.90 5th in U.S.

• Non-Tax Sources $3.74 10th in U.S.

• Local Gov't. Funds $15.25 43rd in U.S.

All Sources Combined   $24.22     38th in U.S.

* E.D. TAB: Public Libraries in the United States:

Fiscal Year 2004 (National Center for Educational

Statistics (N.C.E.S.) released August 2006.)

This project is supported in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services under provisions 
of the Library Services and Technology Act as administered by the Office of Commonwealth Libraries,

Pennsylvania Department of Education, in collaboration with the Pennsylvania Library Association.
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